
  

 

CANELO VS. CHAVEZ, JR. UNDERCARD FINAL PRESS CONFERENCE  

QUOTES, PHOTOS AND VIDEO 
 

CANELO VS. CHAVEZ, JR. IS PRESENTED LIVE ON HBO PAY-PER-VIEW
®
  

SATURDAY, MAY 6 AT T-MOBILE ARENA IN LAS VEGAS 

 

   

(L-R, Joseph "Jojo" Diaz, Jr., Lucas "La Maquina" Matthysse, David Lemieux, Bernard Hopkins, Marco "Dorado" Reyes, 

Emanuel "Tranzformer" Taylor and Manuel "Tino" Avila pose for photos at the Canelo vs. Chavez, Jr. undercard press 

conference ahead of their fights presented live by HBO Pay-Per-View on Saturday May 6 at T-Mobile Arena) 
 

Click HERE for Photos 
Photo Credit: Tom Hogan Photos/Golden Boy Promotions 

  
Click HERE for Videos 

Video Credit: Golden Boy Promotions 
  

LAS VEGAS (May 4, 2017) - Fighters on the undercard of Canelo vs. Chavez, Jr. hosted a press 

conference today at MGM Grand Hotel and Casino ahead of their bouts on Saturday, May 6. Co-

main event fighters former IBF Middleweight Champion David Lemieux (37-3, 33 KOs) and 

Middleweight contender Marco "Dorado" Reyes (35-4, 26 KOs) were joined by former WBC Silver 

‘Super Lightweight Champion Lucas "La Maquina" Matthysse (37-4, 34 KOs), Welterweight 

contender Emmanuel "Tranzformer" Taylor (20-4, 14 KOs), NABF Featherweight Champion 

Joseph "Jojo" Diaz, Jr. and IBA Featherweight Champion Manuel "Tino" Avila (22-0, 8 KOs) on 

the HBO Pay-Per-View portion beginning at 9:00 p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT.  
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz8guS1yWJq2Y87hkPmqwFe2rdWuxdQTCAJAnGEQFPYg9MHeSoYG4u78qvZqzTvV1aLO-1eWw7u9t_XQ1s-_DcSr6YyWIwFeWsAFF7lEbF3pU7JoUmqW3hkVKKIKMVaUYuFTJ4rGAEyvJNdyx5Bg4_EQ0cjE3iBt3z5q4pVv0yl2uwmw_asLaGKSKhU8H5J0LGw==&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz8guS1yWJq2YDFcJ59WVO9ds6M8KkiABfn4o0vqLLw5h7hulOyCwkd7mws0_tMaqUoZJrnb7t6o54q5PmTkpI9pwt_HLWhRqwszOxO3jqLvDrH4-G8YBwCuXcuOTOz6XLnGb7A_Eg20ednKCzsiin5wx6IuWQrEx_V-Fh_1ps1S3dVUAjxFHOLHiy374W1bdlg==&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz8guS1yWJq2Y87hkPmqwFe2rdWuxdQTCAJAnGEQFPYg9MHeSoYG4u78qvZqzTvV1aLO-1eWw7u9t_XQ1s-_DcSr6YyWIwFeWsAFF7lEbF3pU7JoUmqW3hkVKKIKMVaUYuFTJ4rGAEyvJNdyx5Bg4_EQ0cjE3iBt3z5q4pVv0yl2uwmw_asLaGKSKhU8H5J0LGw==&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==


 

Fighting on the preliminary undercard "free view" stream beginning at 7:00 p.m. ET/4:00 p.m. PT, 

lightweight prospect Ryan "Kingry" Garcia (8-0, 7 KOs) will face Tyrone Luckey (8-6-3, 6 KOs) 

and flyweight prospect Marlen Esparza (1-0) will take on Samantha Salazar (2-3-1). Former 

Mexican Olympian Raul "El Cugar" Curiel will make his pro debut against Jesus Sanchez (1-1-2). 
  
Super bantamweight contender Ronny Rios (27-1, 12 KOs) will fight Daniel Noriega (28-10-1, 15 

KOs) and lightweight prospect Joseph "Diamante" Aguirre (16-0, 9 KOs) will take on Angel 

Aispuro (8-4-2) beginning at 5:30 p.m. ET/2:30 p.m. PT.   
  
Below is what the fighters and their teams had to say at today's final press conference: 
  
ERIC GOMEZ, President of Golden Boy Promotions: 
 
"We at Golden Boy Promotions have stacked this card from top to bottom, and I believe it is our best 

undercard yet with fighters from three continents here making this a global event on Cinco de Mayo. 

Throughout the night of May 6, fans will see a range of great action fights from some of our top 

prospects; to battles of undefeated contenders; to the return of former world champions. 
  
"I also just received confirmation that our May 5

th
 show tomorrow is completely sold out, thank you to 

all of our fight fans who have sold out this show and our May 6
th

 show. 
 
BERNARD HOPKINS, Future Hall of Famer and Golden Boy Promotions Business Partner: 
 
"I want the young fighters to know this a great opportunity to be on this Cinco de Mayo undercard with 

Canelo and Chavez, Jr. This is a great moment to become a champion and be a part of this historical 

event. Take care of business, and be sure to put on a great show." 
 
TONY WALKER, Vice President of HBO Pay-Per-View: 
 
"Our distributors have always told us undercards matter, when you think about it-there is four hours of 

time to fill. People want to be entertained during that time, so it really helps when you have an exciting 

undercard to the main event." 
  
"We feel David Lemieux, Lucas Matthysse, Joseph Diaz Jr., all enhance this card and from their strong 

fan bases in Canada, Argentina and Los Angeles, we expect the fans to be very happy with these great 

fights." 
  
CAMILLE ESTEPHAN, President of Eye of the Tiger Management: 
 
"This is very exciting, as a fan of boxing, this is an amazing card. Every fight is a must-see. I want to 

mention the industry of boxing-with the right fights, people come out. We are here to contribute to this 

great show. David is read, and you can expect fireworks from this co-main event." 
  
DAVID LEMIEUX, Former IBF Middleweight World Champion: 
 
"I'm back, I'm expecting this to be a great night of boxing and to put on a show. I started training 

immediately after my last fight in March and look forward to Saturday night." 
  

 

 



 
MARCO "DORADO" REYES, Middleweight Contender: 
 
"Without my team, I wouldn't be here. This is going to be an explosive fight between two big puncher 

fighters in the ring." 
  
MARIO ARANO, President of Arano Boxing: 
 
"We're very excited and very happy for this fight-moving up to weight to welterweight has been a 

blessing for us. We have a team that has worked with Lucas for 14 years, and it has been a blessing to 

move up in weight divisions. There is no possibility for Lucas to return to 140. I want to remind you all, 

Lucas never retired, he is back and ready to give more wars."  
  
LUCAS "LA MAQUINA" MATTHYSSE, Former WBC Silver Super Lightweight Champion: 
 
"Training camp has been great with Joel Diaz, it has worked so well with him. I'm going to put on a 

great fight-see everyone on Saturday." 
 
JOE DEGUARDIA, President of Star Boxing: 
 
"There are many special things about the Canelo vs. Chavez, Jr. fight. I'm extremely impressed with the 

undercard, and it is amazing we can put together a quality card like this for the fight. It's a true 

testimony to the sport." 
 
EMANUEL "TRANZFORMER" TAYLOR, Welterweight Contender:  
 
"May 6-what can I say? Lucas Matthysse is strong and powerful but it's my time now. I'm here and I'm 

hungry, I've been working my whole life for this. I'm excited to fight in front of all the Mexican fans on 

Cinco de Mayo-expect fireworks on May 6." 
  
JOSEPH "JOJO" DIAZ, JR., NABF Featherweight Champion: 
 
"We had a ten week training camp, and trained very hard for this fight. We're both young, undefeated 

fighters and there is a lot at stake here for of us because we could both potentially be mandatory 

challengers. We're going to put on a great show for the millions watching and the thousands in 

attendance." 
  
MANUEL "TINO" AVILA, IBA Featherweight Champion: 
 
"I've been with Golden Boy my whole career, and without them-I wouldn't be at this stage right now. 

This is going to be an action-packed fight and someone's '0' has to go." 
 
MARLEN ESPARZA, Super Flyweight Prospect:  
 
"I'm really excited about this opportunity and experience, and I want to thank everyone for backing me 

and seeing the vision I see. I'm very proud to be on this card with so many other amazing fighters. On 

fight night, it's not about win or lose, its about how I win."  
  
RYAN "KINGRY" GARCIA, Lightweight Prospect: 
 
"I put a lot of dedication to this fight, I'm treating this like a world championship fight. I'm coming in 



explosive with my speed and power-and everyone will see me put on a tremendous show on Saturday 

night." 
 
TYRONE LUCKEY, Lightweight Prospect:  
 
"Come May 6

th
, I'm going to give Ryan Garcia the best fight of this life. A little physical education is 

always good and everyone will see us put on a great fight." 
  
 
RAUL "EL CUGAR" CURIEL, Former Mexican Olympian: 
 
"You will see me put on the best show in the ring, and I want to thank everybody involved who helped 

us put on a great night of boxing." 
  
 
RONNY RIOS, Super Bantamweight Contender: 
 
"This is my first fight on Cinco de Mayo weekend, so I want to thank my family, Golden Boy 

Promotions and my team-I wouldn't be here without them." 
  
 
JOSEPH "DIAMANTE" AGUIRRE, Lightweight Prospect: 
 
"I'm really excited, I come from Cancun, Mexico and I'm looking forward to this opportunity. This is 

my first time fighting in Vegas-I've always fought in Mexico, so this is a dream come true for me."  
  
  
Canelo vs. Chavez, Jr. is a 12-round fight presented by Golden Boy Promotions in association with 

TGB and sponsored by Tecate, BORN BOLD, O'Reilly Auto Parts, Adriana's Insurance and Interjet. 

Lemieux vs. Reyes is presented by Golden Boy Promotions in association with Eye of the Tiger 

Management. Matthysse vs. Taylor is a 10-round fight presented by Golden Boy Promotions in 

association with Arano Boxing and Star Boxing. Diaz, Jr. vs. Avila is presented by Golden Boy 

Promotions. The event will take place Saturday, May 6 at T-Mobile Arena and will be produced and 

distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View
®
 beginning at 9:00 p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT. Doors open at 2:00 

p.m. and the first fight begins at 5:30 p.m. ET/2:30 p.m. PT.  
  
Tickets for the closed circuit telecast of Canelo vs. Chavez, Jr. are priced at 
$75, not including applicable fees. All seats are general admission and tickets are available for purchase 

at any MGM Resorts International box office or concierge desk. Tickets also can be purchased by phone 

with a major credit card at 800-745-3000. Tickets for "Canelo Alvarez vs. Julio Cesar Chavez, Jr." in 

theaters nationwide are on sale now at www.FathomEvents.com or at participating theater box offices. 

Fans throughout the U.S. will be able to enjoy the event in select movie theaters through Fathom's 

Digital Broadcast Network (DBN). 
  
For more information, visit wwww.goldenboypromotions.com and www.hbo.com/boxing; follow on 

Twitter @GoldenBoyBoxing, @OscarDeLaHoya, @hboboxing; become a fan on Facebook at 

www.Facebook.com/GoldenBoyBoxing and www.Facebook.com/HBOboxing; follow on Instagram 

@GoldenBoyBoxing, @HBOboxing and @OscarDeLaHoya; follow the conversation using 

#CaneloChavezJr. 
  

 

http://www.fathomevents.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz9ARKBLcm61oXYn6dUzSpsN4fyBS7SFle6msNEsqU0VwMfdRcnkfFRgtLcfBxZOKGh0sZqtWjOmIgTFtw-kGWe33QnDCI1Esz4TMwnQdOEArleq1RI3vBg9LjrG2QoYXYQ==&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz1YxSqOydujBy86TS9tLeOpFd-ahczT1-8GSbKq4bei6XxRkht9CaaPfVYXzqwjHow6fF5Jl2bfS6SW6vSah-OPnb49Ew0lToUg1Ejfafno7EortWrt2Ojs=&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz73R0N9-blzf7r6WXv7y-pSf2AxqVv4m3neLQlPLPgX08lE-xrPiujeIk2ESs0f8_3wCj8bjKokHpBQER02k_xtYyw5TPJ_nbsyAYEBpjICZoppzTq4WsUIOHtkeKun_0pLXFhuHrApO&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uTDxKivBz6vnk-ieJJ7R3WYzFlT0yeldBA3YkVF3ifDXt7BCqS8Mz2u7hYezk8Xoe_AUI1IM9iVyNKiHw9IKO7drtCGO5w2SnU2k64Ur9xjdn0bXCxiW3Un4tJwC5cL2TJhsGMHdqqUZ6rYDXe7XN9O1hkEpVYIGXBKq7wDkwdx_-pZW1v56ww==&c=81u2hQlP6L0FDoRfcHkSUqwC-oX8EgD9OBKQTHhA6gCN3ZlIRbrANg==&ch=kjWZiingepPDX4b9WH_xbLG2gAZmI57Ih34kR961wJKNgFksC-2eSw==


 
Photos and videos are available to download by clicking here or copying and 
pasting the link http://bit.ly/Canelo-ChavezJr into a browser. Credit must be given to Golden Boy 

Promotions for photos and videos used. 
  

CONTACTS:  

Ramiro Gonzalez, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 489-5631 

Stefan Friedman/Kristen Rockwell Caloca, Mercury: (424) 202-1671 

Virginie Assaly, EOTTM, 514-882-7978 

John Cirillo, Star Boxing: 914-260-7436 / Johnnycigarpr@aol.com 

Antonio Palmieri, Star Boxing: 718-823-2000 / pr@starboxing.com 

Patrick Byrne, HBO: (212) 512-1361 

Kevin Flaherty, HBO: (212) 512-5052 

Scott Ghertner/Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6700 

Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 
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